
Growth Question 

Courage to Obey 

1. What connotation come to mind when you hear to word obey? Are they positive 
or negative? Think through or discuss the various circumstances in your life that 
obey brought up different connotations.  

a. Have these connotations in any way influenced the way you view 
obedience to God?  

b. In what contexts does obedience to God make you feel a little uneasy?  

2. Pastor John brought up 2 situations that are difficult for us to obey in. The first is  
when it requires total dependence on God. Have you ever been required to obey 
God when you couldn’t control the outcomes? Think through or discuss your 
current missional goals for your life. Can you attain them all in your own efforts 
or will they require God’s intervention to succeed? Are you setting your sights too 
low and perhaps hindering what God can accomplish through you?  

3. When we read texts like Joshua 6:21 and Deuteronomy 7:2 they can be a little 
difficult to swallow. Think through or discuss if it was just for God to command 
Joshua and the Israelites to annihilate the people of Canaan, keeping in mind 
these points:  

a. Rights - God does not owe us life as an entitlement (Acts 17:25) 

b. Judgment - This was God’s judgment on the Canaanite people (Deut. 
9:4-5) 

i. Wickedness - We tend to presume innocence of these people but they 
were extremely wicked even burning their children as a sacrifice to 
false gods.  (Deut. 12:30-31) 

ii. Patience - God demonstrated great patience with them, allowing 
them time to repent. (Gen. 15:16) 



c. Holiness - God know the people of Israel would not be able to faithful to 
him if they lived side by side with people who worshiped false gods. (Deut. 
7:2-4, 6) 

4. The second point was to have courage to obey even when we think we know 
better. We often say that we can handle it when deep down we know we can’t and 
it would be better to just run from that temptation. What do you need to run from 
and completely avoid today to not fall back into sin? 


