
Discussion Questions
Mission

1. Describe a group that you were a part of that had a mission or an ultimate goal. Perhaps a 
sports team or a team at work or a volunteer team. If you accomplished your mission how 
did it feel? If you didn’t how did it feel? 

2. Have you ever been a part of a group that didn’t have a mission or had a poorly defined or 
poorly communicated mission? Describe that experience. 

3. Why is there such a tendency to think of the church as a cruise ship to entertain people 
instead of a lifeboat to save people? 

4. In Matthew 9:35-38 we see 3 elements of our mission: 

• The source for our mission is Jesus - our message is about him and he empowers us for 
mission. Do you ever drift towards making the message about something else (morality, 
social change, politics, etc) or rely on something else to accomplish your mission (your 
wit, charm, eloquence, etc) 

• The heart for our mission is compassion. When you see people who are not following 
Christ what is your first reaction - annoyed, frustrated, angry, bothered, etc? What do 
you need to do to develop a heart of compassion like Jesus had? 

• The time for our mission is now. Jesus makes it clear that the harvest is ready and he is 
looking for laborers to bring in the harvest. Do you feel a regular sense of urgency to 
reach people with the good news of Jesus? 

5. Next year your circle should look different. You should have new people in your circle that 
recently came to know Jesus because you have been participating in Christ’s mission. What 
barriers keep you from participating in the mission with your circle? Do you like things the 
way they are? Are you comfortable with the people already in your circle? Are you worried 
about the dynamics of the circle if new people join? 

6. How can your circle better participate in Christ’s mission? 


