
Discussion Questions
The Lord’s Prayer

1. How would you define prayer? 

2. Do you pray regularly? Do you fast regularly? Why or why not? 

3. Do you feel like you know how to pray when you pray?

4. Have you been a member of a tradition that prays this prayer verbatim? 

5. Do your private prayers reflect model that Jesus gave us? Are there specific parts of the 
prayer model that you tend to leave out or struggle with? 

1. Identify 

2. Petition: God’s Glory

3. Petition: Our Needs - Provision, Pardon, Protection 

6. The irony is that this prayer is given by Jesus in the context of telling his disciples not to pray 
with “vain repetition”, yet for many this prayer has become a vain repetition. Whether you 
recite these words or not, do you find yourself praying the same thing repeatedly and, when 
you really think about it, you didn’t really mean or know what you were saying?  How can 
you avoid doing this in the future?

7. When you pray for God’s will to be done in the world and in your life do you really mean it? 
What does it look like for God’s will to be done in your life?

8. Jesus tells us to ask God for our “daily bread”. Sustenance only for the day requires great 
trust in God. How has our current cultural understanding of wealth building and retirement 
funds (which I think are wise choices) changed how we pray and trust in God? 

9. Be honest! Are your prayers more like, “God, I’m going to get as close to the line as possible 
and I’m counting on you to help me not sin.” Or are your prayers more like the words of 
Jesus in v. 13 - “Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.” 

10. Jesus tells us to pray for our debts to be forgiven and in vv. 14-15 he says that we need to 
forgive those who have sinned against us. Discuss this tension between being saved by 
grace alone through faith and these words of Jesus. 


