



Follow the Leader: Part 2 
Discussion Questions 

1. Have you ever been excluded from a group based on your ability level or who you 
are? How did that make you feel? Have you ever been included in a group based 
on your abilities or who you are? 


2. Read through the accounts of Jesus calling Matthew (Matthew 9:9-13) and 
Zacchaeus (Luke 19:1-10) again. How does Jesus interactions with Matthew and 
Zacchaeus differ from how he interacts with the Pharisees and the crowd? 
Comment on the differences between the tax collectors’ responses to Jesus and 
the Pharisees. 


Anyone can follow Jesus because Jesus sees your potential. He doesn’t define you by 
your previous mistakes. 
3. Have you ever had anyone in your life see potential in you even when you didn’t 

see it in yourself? 

4. How refreshing is it to know that Jesus doesn’t define you by your previous 

mistakes but sees the best in you? 

Anyone can follow Jesus because Jesus came to save messed up people. 
5. Jesus makes it clear that the reason he came was to seek and save the lost. The 

first step then is for us to recognize we are in need of saving. Do you ever feel or 
have you ever felt like you’re too messed to be a Christian? 


6. Have you ever felt as if you are unworthy of Christ’s love? 

7. Do you see any self-righteous, moralistic tendencies in your life that give you the 

impression that you are “all good” apart from Christ’s saving grace? 

Anyone can follow Jesus because Jesus knows the difference between sin and 
legalistically imposed rules. 
8. What legalistically imposed rules are there in our culture that “good Christians” 

hesitate to cross or won’t cross to reach people that don’t know Jesus? 

Big Idea: Follow Jesus no matter who you are or what you’ve done. 
9. Is there anything in your life that you have felt excluded you from following Jesus?

10. Like the Pharisees couldn’t believe Jesus would include tax collectors and sinners 

as his disciples, are there any types of people that you have difficulty believing 
Jesus would allow them to be his disciples? (this may be better left rhetorical as 
something to ponder)


