



Power and Authority 
Discussion Questions 

1. How have you seen power abused in our world today? Think of politics, the office, 
global leaders, etc. (Recent events involving Harvey Weinstein certainly illustrate 
this) 


2. Have you ever been the victim of an abuse of power? 


3. Have you ever experienced the temptation to exploit others through your position of 
power or influence? How great was that temptation? How did you handle it? 


4. Have you ever experienced an abuse of power in the church? 

5. Jesus says that those who are to be great amongst disciples must be the servants 

and slaves of all. How have you seen this play out in the church as well?


6. Is serving others something that you have difficulty with? Why or why not? 

7. How are you currently acting as a servant or a slave to one another in the church? 


8. Consider Jesus’s example of coming to serve and not be served. How does this 
inspire you to serve one another? 


Matthew 20:20–28 (NIV)
20 Then the mother of Zebedee’s sons came to Jesus with her sons and, kneeling 

down, asked a favor of him. 
21 “What is it you want?” he asked. 
She said, “Grant that one of these two sons of mine may sit at your right and the 

other at your left in your kingdom.” 
22 “You don’t know what you are asking,” Jesus said to them. “Can you drink the cup 

I am going to drink?” 
“We can,” they answered. 
23 Jesus said to them, “You will indeed drink from my cup, but to sit at my right or left 

is not for me to grant. These places belong to those for whom they have been prepared 
by my Father.” 

24 When the ten heard about this, they were indignant with the two brothers. 25 Jesus 
called them together and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over 



them, and their high officials exercise authority over them. 26 Not so with you. Instead, 
whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, 27 and whoever 
wants to be first must be your slave—28 just as the Son of Man did not come to be 
served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”


