



Investment Planning 
Discussion Questions 

1. Would you consider yourself as someone who thinks about money too much or 
someone who thinks about it too little? How often do you think about retirement, 
savings, or your investment portfolios? 


2. Reread Luke 16:1-15. The big idea is that disciples manage their temporal 
possessions wisely to add value to eternal matters. In other words disciples invest 
in eternity. We invest in eternity by investing in people. How have you been 
investing in others? (Pastor John gave us three ways we invest in people:1. Giving 
to the local church, 2. Helping individuals 3. Providing for your family) 


3. We seem to have 2 tendencies that get in the way of this: 1. We stockpile resources 
under the guise that we are providing for a rainy day or 2. We think to ourselves that 
we will invest in people when we reach a certain financial goal. How have you seen 
these two tendencies play out in your life? Obviously, saving is a good thing but 
there comes a point when we are valuing security and peace of mind above God’s 
Kingdom work. Where is that balance in your life? 


4. Keeping a perspective of eternity is certainly easier said than done. When we get 
into the daily grind it becomes easier to focus on the horizontal rather than the 
vertical aspects of life. What can you do in your life to keep a vertical perspective 
and set your mind on things above? 


5. What do you do for work? Do you find it difficult to see eternal value in what you 
do? Does it help to know that there is intrinsic value to work and to use your work 
to become a means to someone else’s end? 


6. How are you investing in eternity? How can you teach your children to invest in 
eternity and value eternity above temporal possessions? 


 
 



Luke 16:1–15 (NIV)

The Parable of the Shrewd Manager

16 Jesus told his disciples: “There was a rich man whose manager was accused of 
wasting his possessions. 2 So he called him in and asked him, ‘What is this I hear about 
you? Give an account of your management, because you cannot be manager any 
longer.’ 

3 “The manager said to himself, ‘What shall I do now? My master is taking away my 
job. I’m not strong enough to dig, and I’m ashamed to beg—4 I know what I’ll do so that, 
when I lose my job here, people will welcome me into their houses.’ 

5 “So he called in each one of his master’s debtors. He asked the first, ‘How much do 
you owe my master?’ 

6 “ ‘Nine hundred gallons of olive oil,’ he replied. 
“The manager told him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it four hundred 

and fifty.’ 
7 “Then he asked the second, ‘And how much do you owe?’ 
“ ‘A thousand bushels of wheat,’ he replied. 
“He told him, ‘Take your bill and make it eight hundred.’ 
8 “The master commended the dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly. 

For the people of this world are more shrewd in dealing with their own kind than are the 
people of the light. 9 I tell you, use worldly wealth to gain friends for yourselves, so that 
when it is gone, you will be welcomed into eternal dwellings. 

10 “Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and 
whoever is dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much. 11 So if you have 
not been trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who will trust you with true riches? 
12 And if you have not been trustworthy with someone else’s property, who will give you 
property of your own? 

13 “No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other, or 
you will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and 
money.” 

14 The Pharisees, who loved money, heard all this and were sneering at Jesus. 15 He 
said to them, “You are the ones who justify yourselves in the eyes of others, but God 
knows your hearts. What people value highly is detestable in God’s sight.

See Also: 
Matthew 6:19-21
Philippians 1:23-26


